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Chapter 7
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Section 1. Titles and Duties of Commanders
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0701. Titles of Commanders.

1. The commander of a principal organization of
the operating forces of the Navy, as determined
by the Chief of Naval Operations, or the officer
who has succeeded to such command as provided
elsewhere in these regulations, shall have the
title "Commander in Chief.” The name of the
organization under the command of such an
officer shall be added to {form his or her official
title.

2. The commander of each other organization of
units of the operating forces of the Navy or
Marine Corps, or organization of units of shore
activities, shall have the title "Commander,”
"Commandant,” "Cammanding General” or
other appropriate title. The name of the
organization under the command of such an
officer shall be added to form his ar her official
title.

0702. Responsibility and Authority of
Commanders.

1. Commanders shall be responsible for the
satisfaciory accomplishment of the mission and
duties assigned to their commands. Their
authority shall be commensurate with their
responsibilities. Normally, commanders shall
exercise authority through their immediate
subordinate commanders, but they may com-

municate directly with any of their sub-
ordinates.

2. Commanders shall ensure that suberdinate
commands are fully aware of the importance of
strong, dynamic leadership and its relationship
to the overall efficiency and readiness of naval
forces. Commanders shall exercise positive
leadership and actively develop the highest
qualities of leadership in persons with positions
of authority and responsibility througheut their
commands,

3. Subject to orders of higher authority, and
subject to the provisions of Article 0106 of these
regulations, commanders shall issue such
regulations and instructions as may be

necessary for the proper administration of their
commands.

4. Coammanders shall hold the same relationship
to their flagships, or to shore activities of the
command in which their headquarters may be
located, in regard Lo internal administration and
discipline, as to any other ship or shore activity
of their commands,

0703. To Announce Assumption of Com-
mand.

1. Upon assuming command, commande

so advise appropriate superiors, and the units of
their commands.
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2. When appropriate, commanders shall also
advise Lhe following officers and officials located
within the area encompassed by the command
concerning their assumption of command:

a. senior commanders of other United States
armed services:

b. officials of other federal agencies; and
c. officials of foreign governments,
0704. Readiness.

Commanders zhall take all practicable steps to
maintain their commands in a state of readiness
to perform their missions. In conformity with
the orders and policies of higher authority, they
shall:

a. organize the forces and resources under
their command and assign duties to their
principal subordinate commanders;

b. prepare plans for the employment of their
forces to meet existing and foreseeable
situations;

c. collaborate with the commanders of other
United States armed services and with
appropriate officials of other Federal agencies
and foreign governments located within the area
encompassed by their commands;

d. maintain effective intelligence and keep
themselves informed of the political and
military aspects of the national and
international situation;

e. make, or cause to be made, necessary
inspections to ensure the readiness,
effectiveness and efficiency of the components of
their commands; and
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f. develop, in accordance with directives
issued by higher authority, training strategies
and plans for their commands.

0705. Observance of International Law.

At all times, commanders shall observe, and
require their commands to observe, the
principles of international law. Where necessary
to fulfill this responsibility, a departure from
other provisiens of Navy Regulations is
authorized.

0706. Keeping Immediate Superiors
Informed.

Commanders shall keep their immediate
superiors appropriately informed of:

a. the organization of their commands, the
prospective and actual movements of the units of
their commands, and the location of their
headquarters;

b. plans for employment of their forces;

c. the condition of their commands and of
any required action pertaining thereto which is
beyond their capacity or authority;

d. intelligence information which may be of
value;

e. any baltle, engagement or other
significant action involving units of their
commands;

f. any important service or duty performed
by persons or units of their commands; and

g. unexecuted orders and matters of interest
upon being relieved of command.
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Section 2. Staffs of Commanders
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0710. Organization of a Staff.

1. The term "stafl” means those officers and
other designated persons assigned to a
commander to assist him or her in the
administration and eperation of his or her
command.

2. The officer detailed as chief of staff and aide to
a fleet admiral or admiral normally shall be a
vice admiral or a rear admiral. The officer
detailed as chief of staff and aide to a vice
admiral or rear admiral shail normally be a rear
admiral or a captain. The detailing of a vice
commander or a deputy to a commander shall be
reserved for selected commanders. An officer
detailed as chief stail officer to another officer
shall normally not be of the same grade as that
officer.

3. The staff shall be organized into such
divisions as may be prescribed by the
commander concerned or by higher authority.
These divisions shall conform in nature and
designation, as practicable and as appropriate,
to those of the stafls of superiors.

4. The staff of a flag or general officer may
include one or more personal aides.

0711. Authority and Responsibilities of
Officers of a Staff.

1. The chief of stafl and aide or chief staff officer,
under the commander, shall be responsible for
supervising and coordinating the work of the
staff and shall be kept informed of all matters
pertaining to that work. All persons attached to
the staff, except a vice commander or deputy
responsible directly to the commander, shall be
subordinate to the chiefl of stail and aide or chief
staff officer while he or she is executing the
duties of that office.

2. The officers of a staff shall be responsible for
the performance of those duties assigned to them
by the commander and shzall advise the
commander on all matters pertaining thereta.
In the performance of their staff duties they
shall have no command authority of their awn.
In carrying out such duties, they shall act for,
and in the name of, the commander.
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Section 3. Administration and Discipline
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0720. Administration and Discipline: Staff

| o J U, R |
LOloarpke,

In matters of general discipline, the staffl of a
commander embarked and all enlisted persons
serving with the staff shall be subject to the
internel regulations and routine of the ship.
They shall be assigned regular statiens {or
battle and emergencies. Enlisted persons
serving with the stafl shall be assigned 1o the
ship for administration and discipline, except in
the case of stafl embarked for passage only, and
provided in that case that an organization exists
and is authorized to act for such purposes,

0721. Administration and Discipline: Staff
Based Ashore.

When a stafl is based ashore, the enlisted
persons serving with the staff shall, when
practicable, be assigned to an appropriate
activity for purposes of administration and
discipline. The staff officers may be similarly
assigned. Members of a staff assigned for any
purpose to a command or activity shall conform

in matters of general discipline 10 the internal
regulations and routine of that command or
activity.

0722, Administration and Discipline: Stafl
Unassigned to an Administrative
Command.

1. When it is not practicable to assign enlisted
persons serving with the stafl of a commander to
an established activity for administration and
discipline, the commander may designate an
officer of the stafl to act as the commanding
officer of such persons and shall notify the Judge
Advocate General and the Commandant of the
Marine Corps, or the Chief of Naval Personnel,
as appropriate, of such action.

2. If the designating commander desires the
commanding officer of staff enlisted personnel ta
possess authority to convene courts-martial, the
commander should request the Judge Advocate
General to obtain such authorization from the
Secretary of the Navy.

43



COMMANDERS IN CHIEFAND OTHER COMMANDERS

0723. Administration and Discipline:
Separate and Detached Command.

Any flag or general officer in command, any
officer authorized to convene general courts-
martial, or the senior officer present may desig-
nale organizations which are separate or
detached commands. Such officer shall state in
writing that it is a separate or detached
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command and shall inform the Judge Advocate
General of the action taken. If authority to
convene courts-martial is desired for the
commanding officer or officer in charge of such
separate or detached command, the officer
designating the organization as separate or
detached shall request the Judge Advocate
General to obtain authorization from the
Secretary of the Navy.




